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(h) Projects for the construction of 
100,000 square feet or less of commer-
cial space when all the following condi-
tions are met: 

(1) The Project does not involve 
changes in existing land use from resi-
dential to nonresidential: and 

(2) The Project does not involve the 
demolition of more than 10,000 square 
feet of commercial space containing 
the primary use served by the Project; 

(i) Projects for the acquisition of an 
existing structure, provided that the 
property to be acquired is in place and 
will be retained in the same use; 

(j) Projects involving Fund financial 
assistance of $1,000,000 or less; 

(k) Actions directly related to the 
provision of residential tenant-based 
rental assistance, Consumer Loans, 
health care, child care, educational, 
cultural and/or social services; 

(l) Actions involving Fund financial 
assistance that is used to increase the 
permanent capital and/or liquidity of 
an applicant; 

(m) Actions where no use of Federal 
funds is involved in the activity or 
Project; and 

(n) Actions directly related to the 
provision of working capital, the acqui-
sition of machinery and equipment or 
the purchase of inventory, raw mate-
rials or supplies. 

§ 1815.111 Actions that require an en-
vironmental assessment. 

If a Project or action is not one that 
normally requires an EIS and does not 
qualify for categorical exclusion, the 
Fund shall prepare, or have prepared, 
an environmental assessment. 

§ 1815.112 Preparation of an environ-
mental assessment. 

(a) The Fund shall begin the prepara-
tion of an environmental assessment as 
early as possible after the designated 
Fund official has determined that it is 
required. The Fund may prepare an en-
vironmental assessment at any time to 
assist planning and decisionmaking. 

(b) An environmental assessment is a 
concise public document used to deter-
mine whether to prepare an EIS. An 
environmental assessment aids in com-
plying with the NEPA when no EIS is 
necessary, and it facilitates the prepa-
ration of an EIS, if one is necessary. 

The environmental assessment shall 
contain brief discussions of the fol-
lowing topics: 

(1) Purpose and need for the proposed 
action; 

(2) Description of the proposed ac-
tion; 

(3) Alternatives considered, including 
the no action alternative; 

(4) Environmental effects of the pro-
posed action and alternative actions; 
and 

(5) Listing of agencies, organizations 
or persons consulted. 

(c) The most important or significant 
environmental consequences and ef-
fects on the areas listed below should 
be addressed in the environmental as-
sessment. Only those areas which are 
specifically relevant to the particular 
proposal should be addressed. Those 
areas should be addressed in as much 
detail as is necessary to allow an anal-
ysis of the alternatives and the pro-
posal. The areas to be considered are 
the following: 

(1) Natural/ecological features (such 
as floodplain, wetlands, coastal zones, 
wildlife refuges, and endangered spe-
cies); 

(2) Air quality; 
(3) Sound levels; 
(4) Water supply, wastewater treat-

ment and water runoff; 
(5) Energy requirements and con-

servation; 
(6) Solid waste; 
(7) Transportation; 
(8) Community facilities and serv-

ices; 
(9) Social and economic; 
(10) Historic and aesthetic; and 
(11) Other relevant factors. 
(d) If the Fund completes an environ-

mental assessment and determines 
that an EIS is not required, then the 
Fund shall prepare a finding of no sig-
nificant impact. The finding of no sig-
nificant impact shall be made available 
to the public by the Fund as specified 
in 40 CFR 1506.6 of the CEQ regulations. 

§ 1815.113 Public involvement. 
All information collected by the 

Fund pursuant to this part shall be 
available to the public consistent with 
the CEQ regulations. Interested per-
sons may obtain information con-
cerning any pending EIS or any other 
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